


PUBLIC SECTOR WAGES
AS % OF OVERALL SPENDING

Public Sector
Pay 35%

35%

All other public
expenditure 65%

For the first fime since the 1930s average

consumer prices are falling in this country

® Consumer prices in October were down
6.6% from the same month last year

® Food prices are down 6%, clothing is
down 13%, while rents are down 16%

1. This is good news. As prices fall, real spending
power rises and you get more for your money

2. With falling prices the country’s
competitiveness is improving.

IRELAND’S EXPORTS

H Ireland’s exports are becoming more
attractive relative to other countries’ exports

M This is key fo ensuring job creation and growth

B The Government is focussed on driving export
growth by supporting companies to pursue
aggressive and progressive growth strategies

B Exports are up by 2% for the first seven
months of this year

H Ireland’s performance is especially significant
when compared to our EU partners where
exports have been falling.

Measures have been taken or
are under way to recover lost
competitiveness and to exploit
the country’s comparative
advantages in its high-tech,
high-skills industries-

President of the European Central Bank
John Claude Trichet, 28 February 2009

Competitiveness is being restored -
the cost of doing business here is falling.
This is key fo economic recovery

THE BUDGET

M Fianna Fadil is committed to confronting the
challenges before the country

B We must address the new redlity in the Budget on
9th December

W All areas of public expenditure have to
be looked at

Ml Decisions will be based on fairness and equity

B The most vulnerable in society will
be protected as much as possible

B Fianna Fdil is committed to restoring the
economy, to providing employment and
to ensuring we are in a position to avail of
worldwide recovery as the upturn gathers pace.

The government has taken
several necessary and
courageous measures to
stabilise the public finances...
The government should stick
to the budgetary plans
it has outlined. This will
require hard choices.

Angel Gurria, OECD Secretary-General
at the launch of the Economic Survey of Ireland
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MINISTER FOR EUROPEAN AFFAIRS
CONSTITUENCY CLINICS

LOCATION DAY TIME VENUE
BRAY Every Tue:sday 10.30 — 12.00 Constituency Off?ce

Every Friday | 6.30-8.00 | Constituency Office
GREYSTONES 1st Monday | 7.00-8.00 Burnaby Hotel
KILCOLE 2nd Monday | 7.15-8.00 The Breaches
WICKLOW 3rd Monday | 7.00-8.00 The Grand Hotel
ARKLOW 2nd Saturday |10.30 — 11.30 Murphy’s Pub
COOLBOY 2nd Saturday | 12.30 —1.00 Little Moon
CARNEW 2nd Saturday | 1.15-1.45 Sinnott's
COOLKENNO 2nd Saturday | 2.00-2.30 The Fleece
SHILLELAGH 2nd Saturday | 2.45-3.00 Park View House
TINAHELY 2nd Saturday | 3.15-3.45 O’Connor’s
ANNACURRA 2nd Saturday | 4.00 - 4.15 Annacurra Inn
AUGHRIM 2nd Saturday | 4.30-5.00 Lawless’
HACKETSTOWN | 4th Saturday | 11.00- 12.00 | Lambert's Hardware
RATHVILLY 4th Saturday | 12.15-1.00 Lawlor’s
BALTINGLASS 4th Saturday | 1.15-1.45 The Judge’s Inn
DONARD 4th Saturday | 2.00-2.30 Moynihan’s
DUNLAVIN 4th Saturday | 2.45-3.15 Burke’s
BLESSINGTON 4th Saturday | 4.00-4.30 | West Wicklow House
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